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Eastern Villages Flood Forum 
Parishes of East Clandon, East Horsley, Effingham, Ockham, Ripley, Send, West Clandon, West Horsley 

 

Minutes of the forum held on Friday 31 January 2025 at 10am in the Main Hall, East Horsley Village Hall 

 

EVFF.25.1 Welcome 
  
EVFF.25.2 To agree who will be taking the Minutes 

It was agreed that that Niamh Puvis would take the Minutes with each attending Parish 
Council to be responsible for their own Parish items. 

  
EVFF.25.3 To receive and accept apologies for absence. 

Helen Barnsley (Lead Emergency Planning & Resilience Specialist), Alice Keeping (Thames 
Water), Hilary Gullen (East Horsley PC), Rebecca Neish (Ockham PC), Chloe Shepherdly 
(Ockham PC), Andy Scorer (Defra) 

  
EVFF.25.4 The Minutes of the last Flood Meeting held on 20 September 2024 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as a true record. 
  
EVFF.25.5 To consider any matters arising from the Minutes of the previous Flood Forum on 20 

September. 
Thames Water communication: Proposal for a spreadsheet to track flooding issues allowing 
Thames Water to respond as issues arise.  It was agreed that MP’s office will produce the 
spreadsheet.   

  
EVFF.25.6 To receive a report from each attending Parish Council reported on outstanding and new 

flooding issues in their Parish together with updates on any resolved issues.    
  
EVFF.25.6.1 

 
East Clandon Parish Council 

 • Sorpit Lane is consistently waterlogged 

• Railway bridge under Ripley Road remains problematic despite some clearance. 

• Persistent flooding at the bend outside Send prison on Ripley Road 

• Clerk will follow up on any completed actions and report back. 
  

EVFF.25.6.2 East Horsley Parish Council 
 • Ditches and gullies maintained by GBC, SCC, and Network Rail have improved flow.  

• Ongoing sewage issues with Thames Water; during rainfall, drains back up.  

• Water spurting from a drain due to stalled work.  

• Action: SCC to escalate the case internally; East Horsley to forward relevant email 
chain.  

• Ockham Road is experiencing continuous water flow and drainage blockages, 
leading to potholes.  

• Forest Road culvert flooding due to pipe blockage under road. Need to identify 
responsibility (Surrey, GBC, or private).  

• Query was raised on whether councils/parish councils can independently clear 
manholes. 

  
EVFF.25.6.3 Effingham Parish Council 

 No report provided. 
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EVFF.25.6.4 Ripley Parish Council 

 • Flooding at Ripley Green remains unresolved; Thames Water maintains pipe 
capacity is sufficient.  

• Action: Issue to be followed up offline 
  

EVFF.25.6.5 Send Parish Council 
 • Drainage ditch on Tannery Lane remains unfilled post-utility work, causing flooding.  

• Water flowing through drains near Clock Barn development.  

• Action: MP to follow up on Barn development drainage.  

• MP to initiate strategic planning discussions regarding development impact.  

• GBC assessing cumulative development impact ahead of next Local Plan. 
  

EVFF.25.6.6 West Clandon Parish Council 
 • Emphasis on a holistic, multi-agency approach including site visits as modelled by 

Worplesdon Parish.  

• Action: Clandon to contact Andy Treasure direct to initiate process. 
  

EVFF.25.6.7 Ockham Parish Council   
 • Ockham War Memorial is maintained by Historic England. This may not determine 

ownership.  

• Whether the Council has any responsibility for war memorials, we will need to 
investigate.  

• We can confirm this is not on land owned by Guildford Borough Council.  

• Guildford Borough Council is responsible for clearing gullies on the part of the 
avenue that is unadopted and owned by Guildford Borough Council. 

  
EVFF.25.6.8 West Horsley Parish Council 

• Ripley Lane - cleared area adjacent to Dene Place now causing runoff that bypasses 
drain in the entrance. 

• Flooding further north on Ripley Lane at junction with Jury Farm during heavy 
rainfall which covers the road making it impassable for several hours.  WHPC to 
provide further information with Andy Treasure direct. 

• Concerns raised regarding the impact of new developments – SCC Flood Teams 
have planned visit with WHPC Councillors and Bor. Cllr Bennet.  GBC PLanning also 
to attend if possible.  

• Recent drainage work undertaken at junction of Greta Bank and East Lane which is 
hoped will stop the constant stream of water from Greta Bank to Manor Farm Lane 
along East Lane. 

  

EVFF.25.7 Any Other Business 
Zoe Franklin:  

• Promoted the Worplesdon Parish Council Flood Awareness & Resilience Event:  
Date: Tuesday, 25 February 2025 | Time: 2pm–7pm | Venue: Fairlands, Guildford, 
GU3 3NA  

• Proposed that parish councils develop flood mapping systems.  
Action: SCC to circulate maps; Zoe to share Worplesdon’s map as an example.  
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Borough Cllr. Catherine Young:  

• A new flood forum is being established for a neighbouring parish to ensure 
borough-wide coverage.  

• Actions: GBC to follow up on the 2014 Flood Risk Assessment.  

• Continue discussions with parish councils on neighbourhood plans for better 
alignment and action.  

 
Flood Reporting & Communication  

• Reports made via SCC’s platform lack follow-up; cases are closed without clear 
communication.  

• Actions: Andy Treasure to investigate and provide feedback on closed case 
responses.  

• Councils should include Highways issues on future agendas so SCC can come 
prepared.  

 
Environment Agency Update  

• A new national flood risk model launched, offering more detailed data (2m² 
resolution vs previous 50m²). Future model updates will include flood depth and 
climate projections.  

• EA to explore support for parish councils in improving flood resilience via joint 
agency collaboration.  

• MP to convene follow-up meetings with agencies to report back at next forum.  

• Additional Request: From Borough Cllr Young to provide guidance on converting 
culverts into proper water entrances. 

  
EVFF.25.8 Time, date and location of next Flood Forum will be confirmed following the scheduling of 

the next Worplesdon forum. 
. 

 

 

 

 


